Three Gifts to Thank our
Dedicated Volunteers

Thank you Del Herbert for donating

your beautifully made keepsake box

showing a hand painted white egret.

Volunteers are essential to the
success of the ODCCA shows. In
appreciation, volunteers will receive
the 2026 silver show medallion, and
their names will be entered into a
drawing to win a unique wooden box
made by Del Herbert (shown above),
or a stunning blue-winged teal drake
decoy made by Gary Hanson (shown
on page one).
To Volunteer:
Contact Jim Brace,
Chairman of Volunteers.

Email: bracedecoys@gmail.com,
Phone: 513-477-8483

Thank you Del and Gary for your
generosity!

This 2026 silver
/medallion will
be given to
volunteers who
sign up. Thank
you for giving
your precious
time to the success
of our show!

We Need Volunteers:
Set up on Friday and tear down
Sunday, judges, contest registration,
contest recorders, pool, in-pool
wrangling, handlers, photographer
assist, Ky Kraus auction registration and
recorders, membership table, T-shirt
sales, club table, raffle, 50/50 raffle,
kids’ painting contest, etc.

Volunteerism is the Backbone
of the ODCCA Show!

Ballroom Vendors
Don’t miss out, reserve your spaces now!
v Tables this year are $80 for the first
table, and a discounted rate of $75 for
each additional table.
v Set-up starts at 10 a.m. Friday morning.
v" Vendor packets will be mailed around
Thanksgiving, November, 2025.
¥ Cut-off date for early-bird vendor
discount is Jan. 30, 2026.
v’ March 1, 2026 is the deadline for
vendor applications.

Email Dwane Ong:
dwaneodcca@gmail.com

or call 734-934-2548

Become a Sponsor
To Honor or to Celebrate
Thank you to our many friends
who are sponsoring the Wildfowlers
contests this year. It’s not too late to
step up. Your donation of $50, $100,
$200 or more can be designated to
sponsor a particular contest, purchase
ribbons or awards, or in-kind ser-
vices, etc. Please use the membership
application form in this newsletter
and enclose your check and designa-
tion. Any amount is greatly appreci-
ated! The ODCCA is a registered
501(c)(3) non-profit. Please make
checks payable to the ODCCA and
mail to: Ben Lambert
9280 Rochester Rd.
Minerva OH 44657-9440

2025 Vintage Decoy Contest
By Tom Whitlock, VP Collecting

Last year we had more people
through the door than ever before!
Visitors commented about the
exceptional representation of major
carvers from 17 states. Best of Show
was a Canada goose by John Blair
from the Island Club in New Jersey.
Second BOS went to a Mandt Homme
canvasback drake from Wisconsin.
Third BOS went to a cork black duck
from Connecticut.

The 2026 contest will be “Famous
Carvers” Vintage Decoy Contest,
with focus on OH, MI, MN, WI, IL,
ME, DE, NY, CT, MD, and VA. Set
up is Friday starting at 4 p.m. in the
Maple Heights Room Conference Center.

TWO Friday Morning

Demonstration Seminars!
Learn from two Master Carvers the
art and craftsmanship of decoy carv-
ing and finishing. Both carvers are
avid duck hunters and well-known for
their hunting style decoys.

Friday, March 20, 2026

Holiday Inn Conference Center
Seminar #1: 8 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.,
“Core Sound Style Hunting Decoys” by
Jerry Talton, from coastal North Car-
olina. Learn the unique process of
crafting Core Sound Style Hunting de-
coys, a beautiful, simplistic and historic
style from the region. Topics include:
v Wood selection
v’ Pattern development
v Use and demonstration of hand tools
Seminar #2: 11 a.m. to noon,
“Airbrushing Basics A to Z” by Tom
Matus from Idaho, 4-time World Cham-
pion Carver and Ward Foundation
Living Legend. Tom will cover the
essentials of airbrushing, including:
* Airbrush selection
* How airbrush systems work
* Proper care and cleaning
* Paint selection and stencil use.
Total cost to attend both seminars:
ODCCA member $20, Non-members $40
Space is limited. ODCCA members
will have first priority for reservations.
Questions? Email Tom Matus at
tmdecov@outlook.com to receive
your confirmation number.

It’s a Contest Like No Other!

The Great Lakes Decoy Association is
again sponsoring the Modern Collectibles
Contest. Awards include their generous
donations of a $500 Purchase Award, 2nd
BOS $100, and third BOS $50. The goal of
this contest is to highlight some of the
“other artwork” that many make, but are
rarely seen outside of an inner circle of
friends. This is a perfect opportunity for you
to enter something very different and
unusual. You name it! (See page 9, rules.)

The 1st Best of Show will then be
auctioned during the Ky Kraus Memorial
Auction, Saturday night, Ballroom #1 with
proceeds to benefit the ODCCA and
continuation of this show. Thank you
GLDA!

Over $11,000 in prize money. Twenty-four contests, all skill levels welcome! 3.
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