
Ohio Decoy Collectors and Carvers Association 

2025 Educational Seminar 

Instructor: Keith Mueller 

Subject: Introduction to Oil Painting, Getting Started with a Ringneck Drake 

This is a rare, and exceptional opportunity for the participants of this seminar to receive a day of instruction 
with Keith Mueller, one of the prominent wildfowl artists in this country. During this seminar, Keith will discuss 
and demonstrate oil painting techniques developed over decades of perfecting his art form. Each participant 
will have the opportunity to practice these techniques in class on Study Boards prior to applying them to their 
study blanks. This is how Keith teaches all of his seminars and how he featured and demonstrated his painting 
techniques in his book, “The Art in Making Decoys”.  This is an excellent resource for those who want to learn 
oil painting techniques. Class participants who already have this book can do a preview ahead of class.   

Registration  

To register in the class, please email Tom Matus at TMDECOY@outlook.com with your name and he will send 
you a confirmation number for your reservation.  

Participants are required to pay $40 (half of the $80 full fee) in advance and prior to February 26. 2025. 
Payment can be made in either two ways:  

 1. Check sent to Tom Matus, 2164 North Star Garnet, Kuna, ID  83634 or  

2. PayPal, TMDECOY@outlook.com 

To confirm, Tom will send out a confirmation number, materials list (this list) and instructions/ photos for use in 
preparing your decoy for painting at home after the class.  These emails will come from 
TMDECOY@outlook.com.  

Course Information 

The Seminar will be held from 8:00 am until 3:30 pm on March 14, 2025. It’s a full day.  

Participants will be provided with a preprepared Gesso Study Board to immediately be able to practice what 
they have learned in class.  

Participants will also be provided a machine carved, unprimed Ringneck blank to apply what they have learned 
at home and at their own pace. 

The priming/ preparation process is an integral part of the oils painting process.  The extended drying time of 
oils prevents this being done on the decoy blank in class.  Keith will discuss this preparation process at length 
in class along with a brief demo. In addition, participants will get a set of emailed instructions with photos on 
how to prepare their decoy blank for painting at home. 

The class will consist of multiple demonstrations with time for participants to apply these techniques on their 
Study Boards.  This approach of “practice before painting” the bird is the technique that Keith has used most 
successfully in both painting his own birds and in instructing others in oils.  

Participants are expected to provide their own art supplies.  A list of supplies that are required both for the 
class and at home is outlined below.  A list of suppliers is also attached to help participants acquire these 
materials.  The cost of the art supplies is in the range of $150 to $175.  These supplies will be able to be used 
on multiple birds well beyond this class.  It is with this expense in mind, that Keith is doing this class at no 
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charge and that the $80 fee that the ODCCA is charging only covers the cost of the decoy blanks and 
expenses.   This truly is a ONE TIME opportunity. 

 

Supply Lists & Suppliers 

 

1. Supplies Needed for the Class 

• Oil Paint: Keith recommends Grumbacher Pre-tested oil paints in the following colors: Raw 
Umber, Burnt Umber, Raw Sienna, Ultramarine Blue (deep), Phthalo Green (blue shade), and 
Dioxazine Violet (purple). Dick Blick is one source.  

• Windsor and Newton “Griffin” alkyd oil paint: One tube of Lamp Black and one tube of 
Titanium White  

• Brushes:  An assortment of paint brushes: Keith recommends Scharff brushes. Including flat 
brushes: ½ inch, and ¾ inch, #3 and #1 round sable brushes, fine line Kolinsky, and 2 
synthetic fan brushes 

 
Because of the high cost of the Scharff brushes, students can omit the 3000 fine line Kolinsky 
brushes), they will not be necessary for the class.....BUT Keith suggests having them for 
painting at home. Instead of the more expensive #150 red sable flats, students can use the 
lesser expensive #140 "Syn-Sable" flat brushes in the sizes recommended. Instead of the 1/2 
in and 3/4 sizes, substitute one each 3/8 in and a 1/2-inch brush. For the red sable "round" 
brushes, one each of #407 3# and #5. Fan brushes #380 one each of size 4 and one size 
smaller. 

 
• A set of “vermiculation combs” 1 fine, and 1 medium (Jaymes Company) 

• Palette (white plastic plates work well), palette knife for mixing paints  (Craft Store, Dick Blick, 
Jaymes Company) 

• Container for waste solvents 

• Lint-free rags 

• Watercolor pencil for delineating feather groups on your decoy (Craft Store, Dick Blick, 
Jaymes Company)  

• Schultz Blending Medium #2 (Matte). Available from Jaymes Co. and Knott’s Knives 

• Any paint thinner or turpentine will be fine, but Keith recommends Eco House Xtra mild 
Citrus thinner (can be sourced from Dick Blick). NOTE: Paint thinner will be supplied!!! 

• Paper towels 

• Painting apron 

 

2. Supplies That will be Provided at the Class 



• Preprepared Study Board 

• Paint Thinner 

• Wood decoy blank replicated from Keith’s original carving 

 

3. Additional Supplies that will Be Needed at Home to Complete the Painted Ringneck 

• Ronan Japan Oil Paint: Raw Umber, Flake White, and Lamp Black. (This paint can be 
sourced from Jaymes Co. or Knott’s Knives, and in Canada from Imperial Productions and 
Distribution Inc. Here is the phone # 416-264-6096. These Ronan paints will NOT be required 
to be present for the seminar, but you will require them for use at home when using Keith`s 
techniques for painting your decoy). 

• Gesso: Golden’s Black Gesso, Liquitex White Gesso. The Gesso will NOT be required for the 
seminar but will be for your home use! (Crafts Store, Dick Blick, Jaymes Company) 

• Paint Thinner Any paint thinner or turpentine will be fine, but Keith recommends Eco House 
Xtra mild Citrus thinner (Dick Blick).  

• Odorless paint thinner for cleaning your brushes (any hardware store, craft store)  

• Holding Device for your decoy 
 
 

4. Suppliers 

The above supplies can be sourced from a number of different suppliers.  The following list is 
a source for those unfamiliar with purchasing oil paints, and mediums. 

 

Jaymes Company Maryland: Ronan paints, Schultz medium #2, vermiculation combs, brushes, 
eyes, etc. 1-410-638-5850. 

 

Knotts Knives. 410-546-1635: Ronan paints, Schultz medium.  

 

 

Dick Blick. Citrus thinner, Grumbacher pre-tested oil paint, Gesso.  

 

 

For Canadian students, there is only one known source for Ronan paints ;  



Imperial Productions and Distribution Inc, 1220 Ellesmere Rd. Toronto. 416-264-6096. 

 

 


